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PREFACE

It would be impossible to write a complete history of First Community Church. There are too
many programs — too many interesting tales — too many important facts — too many significant
people who have contributed to making this one of the great churches in America. For nearly
thirty years it has been my privilege to serve as the historian for this very special place. | never
knew from one day to the next what fascinating story | might hear or what intriguing fact
might be uncovered or whom | might encounter who had played an important role in our
past. The historical records, archives and church newsletters have served to document this
manuscript, along with individuals who have granted interviews and related stories.

Ever since | began working with our archives in 1978, | have known that someday | would
try to record our history, but | did not realize just how difficult that would be. It could take
a lifetime, but still there would be events and people and programs that were not included.
For example, | have written about some of our mission projects, but it could take another
book in order to tell about the work done by our Refugee Task Force, or the success of our
giant garage sales to raise funds for missions, or the lives that have been touched by those
who went beyond our walls to minister in Mississippi and Latin America and China and India
and Appalachia. Eventually, | had to accept the fact that all | could do was to relate the main
historical information and attempt to pass on the essence of who we are as a church and
people of God. Thus, | chose to name my book Reflections on Our Heritage, A History of First
Community Church, not The History. | will leave that for a future historian to record.

One of the things that has set us apart is that this church was established by the residents
of the community who took the initiative to meet their own religious needs, and then made
their church an institution that served the needs of the entire community. For the past century
First Community Church has pioneered innovative ministries that have brought us national
recognition. The history of any congregation is the story of how God worked through human
lives to build a community of believers. Each minister who has served this congregation has
made a unique contribution to our history. Throughout our first century, First Community

Church has been a church of and by and for the people. Our story deserves to be remembered
and recorded and retold to future generations.

Jacqueline Day Cherry
August 25, 2009
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A History of First Community Church

IN THE BEGINNING...

At the dawn of the twentieth century Columbus,
Ohio, was a bustling capitol city. Not only was it
the center of government for the state, but also
an important manufacturing and transportation
center. In the preceding years wealthy city dwell-
ers began purchasing land on the bluffs and high
wooded banks of the land between the rivers north-
west of town where they built spacious summer
homes to escape the heat and grime of the central
city. In 1901 Marble Cliff became the first suburb
of Columbus to establish itself as an independent
autonomous entity. The area became even more
popular when the trolley line linking it to down-
town Columbus was completed that same year.
With the trolley came a surge of new development
as businesses sprouted and more homes and man-
sions were built to the east of Marble CIliff. In 1906
this area incorporated as Grandview Heights.

By 1909 life was good in the growing communi-
ties, however, there were no churches in the area,
so few people took part in religious activities. Any-
one wanting to attend worship services had to
ride the trolley into the city. Many parents were
concerned about the lack of regular religious edu-
cation for their children. During those long trolley
rides to downtown churches, they agreed that a
Sunday School in the heart of the villages would
serve a decided need. A committee was formed to

organize classes in the Harding School on Fairview
Avenue.

An Account of the History and Heritage of First Com-
munity Church by T. William Taylor recounts one

writer’s description of that first session on April 18,
1909.

“The morning of the Sunday School decided upon
for the opening, found a number of anxious hearts
wondering what success would attend the effort. At
the appointed hour about forty children and adults
assembled in the south room of the schoolhouse. The
eager faces of the little ones, and the interested coun-
tenances of the older children, the hearty way they
joined in the responsive service of song and prayer,
and their attention to the lesson during the study pe-

riod, proved conclusively that the effort would bear
fruit.”

The experiment exceeded expectations. Soon all
the classrooms were filled with both adults and
children and some classes overflowed to porches

and yards of neighboring homes. A Methodist
minister from downtown was invited to preach a
few sermons. Conversations soon turned to the ad-
visability of organizing a church. As the desire for
establishing a church spread throughout the area,
a community church was the ideal goal of these
people. However, the prevailing opinion was that a
church independent of one of the denominations
could not be successful. Accordingly, they decided
to conduct a canvass of the residents to determine
their denominational preferences and willingness
to join the church agreed upon by the majority.
Postcards were mailed to each household asking
these questions:

1) Do you desire a church in this section?

2) What denomination is your first choice?

3) What denomination is your second choice?

4) If impossible to unite with either of these, will
you cooperate with the one the majority agree
upon?

5) Will you give your moral support to the church
selected?

6) Will you give your financial support?

Responses were received from 175 people repre-
senting 108 families who indicated twenty- one
denominational backgrounds. All but two families
indicated that when a church came, they wanted
it to be a community church and only nine fami-
lies would support a denominational church of any
kind. It was the responses to the third question that
eventually determined that a majority of nine fa-
vored the Congregational Church. Thus, from the
very beginning, our congregational life has been
based on the democratic process, and the wishes
of the people that a church would serve were taken
into consideration.

A committee met with ministers and lay members
of the metropolitan Congregational churches on
March 8, 1910, in the study of Dr. Washington
Gladden, pastor of First Congregational Church.
They discussed erecting a building that would be
convenient to residents of both Grandview and
Marble CIliff. A resolution was adopted to establish
a church, and the Congregational Church Building
Society promised to fund one-third of the cost of
buying the land and constructing a building.

The following week on March 14, a meeting was
called to organize the church. Committees on
creed and doctrine, membership and finance were
appointed. It was also decided to begin church ser-







